
Geothermal crystals serve as portable thermal regulators, essential cargo for settlements
experiencing cold wind phases. These crystalline structures, grown in controlled geothermal
environments, slowly release stored heat over weeks or months. Transportation requires double-
sealed crates with thermal baffling—layered insulation that prevents heat loss during transit while
protecting handlers from burns.

Wind-flutes function as long-distance settlement communication devices, their tones audible for
miles across open terrain. Standard protocols include: three ascending notes signal peaceful
approach and request for trade council, two descending notes indicate emergency requiring
immediate assistance, and a sustained single tone marks boundary warnings. Each settlement
maintains distinct harmonic signatures, making their signals instantly recognizable to experienced
travelers.

Atmospheric regulators from the Stellar Horizon era still function in some settlements, though
maintenance has become increasingly improvised. Heat distribution networks show jury-rigged
repairs where original components failed centuries ago—mismatched pipe diameters, hand-
hammered seals, and repurposed mining equipment pressed into climate control service. Water
condensers accumulate mineral buildup that must be manually scraped away weekly, a task
assigned to children as basic maintenance training.

Bioluminescent markers worn on fingers enable communication in absolute darkness. Cave-
dwelling communities have developed elaborate finger-dance languages visible only through these
glowing accents, allowing silent coordination during delicate underground operations or while
navigating areas where sound might trigger cave-ins.
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