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The Day Side

The day side of Duskara is a scorched wasteland where temperatures soar beyond 400°C (752°F).
Battered by relentless solar radiation and powerful solar winds, this barren region offers no refuge
for life, its surface a desiccated landscape of parched rock. Despite its inhospitable nature, the day
side plays a crucial role in shaping Duskara’s climate. The extreme heat drives thermal updrafts
that fuel the planet’s unyielding winds, and the stark temperature differential between the day and
night sides generates violent superstorms in the twilight belt.

Human interaction with the day side is limited to heavily shielded robotic mining operations. These
machines extract rare, heat-resistant materials essential for sustaining Duskara’s advanced
technologies. Manual exploration is perilous, as the region’s extreme conditions pose immediate
threats such as heatstroke, radiation exposure, and rapid equipment failure. Consequently, the day
side remains a forbidding yet vital component of the planet's ecosystem.

Mining Frontier

While no permanent human settlements exist on the day side, robotic mining operations push the
boundaries of the habitable zone. Heavily shielded autonomous systems, deployed from twilight
belt cities, extract heat-resistant alloys, rare earth elements, and crystalline formations impossible
to synthesize. These operations face constant attrition—solar storms disable communications,
thermal stress fractures equipment, and dust storms bury entire facilities.

Salvage crews venture into the scorched margins when mining drones fail to return, recovering
valuable machinery before it's completely degraded. These expeditions are lucrative but deadly,
requiring specialized thermal suits and psychic thermal-sensing abilities to navigate. Competition
between settlements over productive mining claims occasionally escalates into sabotage or claim-
jumping, adding tension to an already hostile environment.

Some settlements employ "daywalkers", individuals with exceptional thermal resistance who can
endure brief forays to oversee critical repairs or retrieve high-value materials. These specialists
command premium compensation and hold near-legendary status, their exploits celebrated in
wind-songs and tavern tales.



The Twilight Belt (Primary
Habitation Zone)

The twilight belt, a narrow band spanning 200 to 300 kilometers, serves as the lifeline of Duskara.
This equatorial region is the only naturally habitable zone on the planet, with temperatures ranging
from temperate near the night side to moderately hot closer to the day side. The constant winds,
born from the collision of hot and cold air masses, sweep across the belt, sculpting its landscapes
and shaping its ecosystems.

The twilight belt is the center of Duskara’s water cycle, with liquid water flowing through
atmospheric precipitation and underground reserves. This region also supports the majority of the
planet’s flora and fauna, all of which have evolved to thrive under the challenging conditions of
strong winds and fluctuating temperatures. Human civilization has adapted to these extremes,
establishing settlements that stretch linearly along the habitable zone. Eighty percent of Duskara’s
population resides here, in cities fortified against the relentless winds. Vertical farming provides
sustenance, and wind turbines supply energy, but life in the twilight belt is far from easy.
Superstorms, resource scarcity, and ongoing battles to maintain infrastructure are constant
challenges that test human resilience.



The Night Side

In stark contrast to the blazing day side, Duskara’s night side is a frozen wilderness. Temperatures
plummet below -100°C (-148°F), and the landscape is dominated by vast ice sheets and frozen gas
deposits. Occasional auroras cast faint, spectral light across the desolate expanse, offering rare
glimpses of beauty in the frigid darkness. Beneath the surface, geothermal vents sustain pockets of
liquid water and life, creating isolated oases amid the icy wasteland.

Humans have found ways to endure even here. Small communities cluster around geothermal
vents, their survival dependent on the heat and resources provided by these underground
sanctuaries. Extensive cave systems, shielded from the harsh conditions above, are home to the
Deepkin—night-side inhabitants who have developed unique cultural and technological
adaptations. These isolated societies mine the caves for minerals, search for underground water
sources, and uncover relics of ancient civilizations. The night side fosters a distinct sense of
separation, its people embracing self-reliance and traditions forged in the shadow of the endless
cold.



Connections Between Zones

The transition zones between Duskara’s day and night sides are turbulent and dynamic. Storm
walls, formed where hot and cold air masses collide, are a near-constant presence at the edges of
the twilight belt. These violent systems, though dangerous, bring essential rainfall and disperse
atmospheric heat, acting as both a barrier and a resource for human settlements.

Subterranean networks, known as the Deep Roads, were excavated by the first generations of
settlers to connect twilight and night-side communities. Partially abandoned during periods of
resource crisis, these tunnels have been gradually reclaimed and expanded, connecting twilight
and night-side communities. These ancient tunnels facilitate trade, resource exchange, and safe
travel away from the extremes of the surface environment. Meanwhile, life forms within the twilight
belt exhibit remarkable adaptability, with traits suited for both heat and cold, underscoring the
planet’s evolutionary diversity and the interconnected nature of its environmental zones.



