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Threats Faced

Environmental hazards are the primary danger. Massive super-storms born from the clash of hot
and cold air masses batter settlements with high winds and debris. These events require rapid
community coordination: everyone moves to storm shelters, critical systems are secured, and post-
storm assessment teams evaluate damage and coordinate repairs. Auroral disruptions on the night
side interfere with technology and destabilize psychic abilities temporarily, requiring special
protocols for safety during these events. The constant eternal wind erodes infrastructure
continuously, requiring ongoing maintenance.

Duskara's fauna adds another layer of challenge. In the twilight belt, wind serpents sometimes hunt
in populated areas; heat hounds and ember stalkers venture closer during warm wind phases.
These predators are dangerous but rare, and established fauna management protocols handle
encounters effectively. In cave systems, shadow lizards and ice burrowers present hazards to
miners and travelers, requiring specialized knowledge and protective practices. Auroral
crustaceans in thermal pools can deliver dangerous thermal shocks if cornered during harvesting.

The most unpredictable threats are psychic phenomena. Weather Wraiths—entities born from
destabilized psychic energy—represent catastrophic dangers that require immediate specialized
response. These sentient atmospheric disturbances require trained psychic teams capable of
containing and potentially dissolving them through protocols like songa-roho (spirit-binding) or
tactical dampening field deployment.



Community Safety Organization

Settlement-Based Response Teams

Each settlement maintains organized safety teams that integrate reqgular citizens with specialized
expertise. Unlike military units, these teams are composed of people with multiple roles: a storm-
response coordinator also works in resource management or agriculture; a fauna handler also
teaches children; a psychic containment specialist also participates in weatherworking guilds.

Storm Response Teams are activated when severe weather approaches. These groups secure
physical infrastructure, move people to designated shelters, manage communal supplies, and
coordinate rapid assessment and repair after storms pass. Teams are trained regularly through
drills and practice scenarios, ensuring everyone understands emergency procedures.

Fauna Management Specialists include beast handlers trained to recognize predatory animal
behavior, communicate psychically with bonded creatures, and execute safe deterrence or capture
protocols. These specialists work with settlements to establish predator-aware caravan practices,
maintain knowledge of animal migration patterns, and respond when fauna enters settled areas.

Caravan Safety Coordinators ensure that trade caravans carry appropriate protection and that
routes are traveled at times and in formations that minimize predator encounter risk. They
coordinate with other settlements along routes to share recent fauna sightings and threat
assessments.

Psychic Containment Teams are specialized groups trained specifically in Weather Wraith
response. These practitioners are selected for their psychic capabilities and emotional stability,
trained in dampening field protocols, and authorized to coordinate emergency responses when
wraith phenomena occur.

| nter-Settlement Coordination

The Duskaran Accord maintains protocols for coordinating safety responses across settlements.
When a particular threat emerges—a heat hound pack near a major caravan route, for
example—settlements share information and coordinate combined responses. The Caravan Guilds
maintain communication networks so that warnings about hazards are relayed quickly between
communities.

Large-scale environmental events (major storms, auroral disruptions) trigger inter-settlement
mutual aid. Communities with minimal damage assist those hit hardest, providing temporary
shelter, food, and labor for reconstruction. This is not military support but communal disaster
response grounded in the understanding that today's help may be returned when different
settlements face different disasters.



Specialized Knowledge Preservation

Settlements maintain archives of fauna behavior, storm patterns, psychic phenomena records, and
successful response protocols. Elders with decades of experience mentor younger people in safety
practices. Regular training—not military drills but community education—ensures that knowledge
about threats and responses propagates throughout each settlement.



Tools and Equipment

Environmental Protection

Settlements invest heavily in infrastructure designed to manage environmental hazards: reinforced
storm shelters built deep underground, thermal insulation systems that protect against extreme
temperatures, wind-resistant structures that channel rather than resist the constant gales. Portable
protective gear—thermal suits, wind shields, impact-resistant clothing—helps individuals operate
safely in harsh conditions.

Caravan equipment includes reinforced transport sleds designed to withstand wind and debris,
insulated sleeping capsules for traveling through extreme temperature zones, and emergency
beacon systems that use wind-powered signaling to communicate distress.

Fauna Management Tools

Fauna specialists carry tools appropriate to their work. Restraint cables and reinforced nets allow
capture or redirection of dangerous animals. Thermal lances—long poles with heat-conductive
tips—serve dual purposes: they deter some predators and allow precise thermal targeting for
environmental work. Whistle systems use specific frequencies to communicate with bonded
creatures or signal other fauna handlers.

Caravan escorts carry pressure bows—crossbows powered by compressed air, reliable even in
auroral-disrupted zones where electrical systems fail—and wind-weighted projectiles designed to
account for planetary wind when fired. These weapons are used exclusively for fauna management
and are maintained and trained with obsessive care.

Psychic Containment Infrastructure

Settlements maintain specialized grounding chambers—underground, geothermal-warmed,
acoustically treated spaces—where psychic practitioners can work safely and recover from
intensive efforts. These chambers are also used for training and for the meditation necessary to
develop psychic control.

Dampening field protocols require multiple trained practitioners coordinating to create overlapping
psychic barriers that contain destabilized energy. The equipment for these operations is
minimal—the power comes from human psychic ability—but participants must have clear
communication systems, and the psychological support infrastructure is substantial.



Specialized Roles and Training

Beast Handlers

Fauna specialists train for dozens of cycles to understand predatory animal behavior, develop
psychic bonds with creatures for tracking and communication, and execute safe responses to
wildlife encounters. They work with settlements to maintain predator-aware spaces, clear fauna
from areas where they threaten human safety, and occasionally bond with creatures for
transportation or companionship.

Storm Response Coordinators

Individuals with strong spatial reasoning, quick decision-making abilities, and physical stamina
train to coordinate emergency response during environmental events. These coordinators must
maintain composure under stress, communicate clearly, and understand their settlement's
infrastructure well enough to make rapid decisions about safety priorities.

Water Judges and Thermal Engineers

These specialists, critical to normal operations, also function as emergency responders. During
crises, water judges manage emergency rationing and assess damage to water systems; thermal
engineers manage geothermal systems and heating distribution when normal operations are
disrupted.

Weatherworking Practitioners

Skilled practitioners in the weatherworking guilds maintain training in psychic containment and
Weather Wraith response. The Guilds themselves function as the primary institution for detecting
and responding to psychic phenomena, with established protocols and emergency authorities.



Training and Readiness

Safety preparedness is integrated throughout Duskaran culture. Children learn fauna awareness,
storm safety, and basic emergency response as part of their education. Adolescents participate in
regular safety drills. Adults participate in periodic refresher training and in teaching younger
people.

Settlements invest significant resources in maintaining readiness not because they expect frequent
emergencies, but because when emergencies occur, rapid coordinated response saves lives.
Training creates competence and confidence; both are essential for survival.



The Absence of Military Structure

Notably absent from Duskaran society is a military establishment. There are no standing armies, no
hierarchical command structures organized for inter-settlement warfare, no weapons designed for
human combat, no professional soldiers. The tools and training that exist are organized entirely
around responding to environmental and fauna threats or rare criminal activity.

The philosophical understanding is clear: warfare between settlements breaks cooperation and
threatens everyone's survival. The institutional mechanisms exist to manage tensions peacefully.
The armed forces that might theoretically be available for warfare are instead trained exclusively
for community safety. A settlement that attempted to use its emergency response teams for
conquest would be immediately ostracized by the Accord, cut off from trade, and isolated into
collapse.

This absence of military structure is not idealism but pragmatism: on Duskara, warfare is simply
irrational.



