Cadendar and Time-
Keeping

e Major Festivals and Ceremonies




The Duskaran Cycle

Without the diurnal rhythm of sunrise and sunset, Duskarans measure long-term time by their
planet's orbital Cycle—one complete revolution around HD Xanthea, lasting approximately 32.5
Earth days. This celestial rhythm, though imperceptible in daily life, manifests through subtle
atmospheric shifts, minor gravitational tidal effects on wind patterns, and variations in auroral
intensity at the twilight belt's margins.

The Cycle serves as Duskara's fundamental chronological unit, tracked since the Cycle of Landfall
(designated Cycle 0, equivalent to 2250 CE in Earth reckoning). Ancient star charts preserved from
the Stellar Horizon, combined with ongoing astronomical observations by Archivists, maintain the
count. Mechanical orreries in major settlements display Duskara's orbital position, their slow
rotation a tangible measure of time's passage in a world without changing skies.

For everyday purposes, Duskarans still reference Wind Phases (lasting days to weeks) and the
predictable Auroral Rhythms of the night side. The Cycle provides the bridge between immediate
experience and historical timekeeping, with roughly 11 Cycles comprising an Ancestor Cycle,
the span of time equivalent to an Earth year. This longer measure honors the generations that
have passed since landfall, connecting each living Duskaran to the legacy of those who came
before.

Major events are dated in Cycles: the founding of Lake Auran (Cycle 127), the rediscovery of the
Deep Roads (Cycle 6,179), the establishment of the Duskaran Accord (Cycle 7,303). This system
reinforces Duskaran identity: time is measured not by a distant sun's rise and fall, but by their own
world's patient dance through the void.



Major Festivals and Ceremonies

Time in Duskara is punctuated by festivals and ceremonies that celebrate survival, community, and
the natural forces of the planet. These events serve as anchors for cultural identity, reinforcing
bonds between individuals and settlements.

The Storm Wall Festival

Held every Ancestor Cycle during the height of storm activity, this festival honors the resilience of
Duskaran settlements against the planet’s most powerful tempests. Communities gather for wind
races and endurance challenges, testing their strength and adaptability. Storm chimes are crafted
to commemorate past survivors, while stories of legendary figures who braved the Storm Wall are
shared. The festival fosters unity and celebrates the indomitable spirit of Duskarans.

The Gradient Feast

Marking the transition between wind phases, the Gradient Feast signals the beginning of a new
agricultural cycle. This celebration emphasizes cooperation in resource management, with feasts
featuring dishes from both twilight and cave settlements. Surplus resources are exchanged as gifts,
symbolizing gratitude and the interdependence of all communities.

Aurora Nights

During periods of heightened auroral activity, the night side becomes a canvas for awe and
reflection. Rituals beneath the shimmering lights honor the mysteries of the universe, while
bioluminescent art displays and shadow-dancing performances illuminate the darkness. Meditation
sessions deepen the spiritual connection to Duskara, transforming this event into a celebration of
the planet’s enigmatic beauty.

The Windcallers Rite

Every few Ancestor Cycle, aligned with shifts in wind phases and auroral rhythms, the Windcallers’
Rite honors the psychic adepts and weatherworkers who protect and guide Duskaran settlements.
Public demonstrations of weatherworking skills showcase their abilities, while ceremonial tools like
resonance staffs are awarded to recognize their contributions. The initiation of new Windcallers
symbolizes the continuity of this vital role in Duskaran society.

The Hearth Renewal



In the coldest period of the night side, cave-dwellers gather for the Hearth Renewal, a festival
centered on the maintenance of geothermal systems. Communal work to repair and clean thermal
harvesters is followed by feasts held in the warmth of geothermal vents. Glow-dances and
bioluminescent decorations transform the caves into vibrant spaces, celebrating the heat and life
they sustain.

Ancestor’s Light

At the start of each Ancestor Cycle, communities honor the original settlers of Duskara and their
enduring legacy. Sacred data crystals recount the stories of the Stellar Horizon’s arrival, while
ceremonial torches passed down through generations are lit in their memory. Performances
reenacting the settlers’ journey inspire hope and resilience, connecting Duskarans to their shared
history.

Water’s Blessing Festival

Following the Long Dry—a multi-Cycle period when atmospheric moisture retreats toward the storm
walls and rainfall diminishes across the twilight belt—the return of heavy rains marks the Water's
Blessing Festival. This celebration honors Duskara's most precious resource, timed not to calendar
calculations but to the land's own rhythms. When cisterns refill and the parched soil darkens with
moisture, communities gather to give thanks.

Ritual water-sharing ceremonies reinforce the importance of conservation, with elders pouring
offerings into communal basins while reciting the names of ancestors who safeguarded water
during past droughts. Competitions in water-based art—crafting intricate ice sculptures near the
Nightward Edge or weaving patterns in mist fountains—showcase creativity and skill. Songs and
dances dedicated to water spirits highlight both the spiritual and practical significance of this life-
sustaining gift, with performers mimicking the flow of rivers and the crash of storm-born rain.



